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Competency in Education

Definition of Competency from OECD(2005)

A competency is more than just knowledge and skills. It involves the 

ability to meet complex demands, by drawing on and mobilising

psychosocial resources (including skills and attitudes) in a particular 

context.

Ability to mobilize knowledge, skills, attitudes and values, alongside a 

reflective approach to processes of learning in order to engage with and 

act in the world

Implications to Education

Social responsibility for the welfare of others and the society as a 

whole

Social integration among individuals from various backgrounds

Fostering the fullest development of students’ physical, intellectual, and 

affective capacities 
[modified from Spady(1978)]



Characteristics of Key Competency

Holistic - complex systems of knowledge, skills, 

and affective domains such as attitudes, beliefs, 

and action tendencies

Developmental - growth of learning experiences 

through reflective thinking

Demonstrated in performance – learning by doing, 

doing by thinking



To nurture a creative and integrative learner with moral 

character

In the 2015 Revised National Curriculum Framework in Korea, 
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Guidelines for instruction and assessment 

Teaching & Learning 

- In-depth understanding of core ideas

- Integration within and across subjects

- Collaborative problem solving

- Authentic learning (applying knowledge and skills in real life contexts)

- Self-directed learning by encouraging students to review,

examine, and improve the process of learning and learning strategies.

- Differentiated instruction 

Assessment

- The purpose is to improve the quality of teaching and learning

- Assess both the results and process of learning

- Balanced assessments between cognitive and socio-emotional dimensions

- More emphasis on performance assessment 





US:  C3 Framework ‘Inquiry Arc’

National Council for the Social 

Studies(2013), p.12.

College, Career, and Civic Life Framework for Social  Standards



Singapore: Curriculum framework and syllabus

Singapore Ministry of Education(2013)



Canada (Ontario) curriculum 

Ontario Ministry of Education(2013)



Australia: SS Curriculum

Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority(2016)



Area
Core

Concepts
Generalizations

Content Elements

SkillsPrimary Middle

3 - 4 5 - 6 7 - 9

Korea: Curriculum framework

1. Nature of the subject

2. Goals 

3. Content Matrix

4. Achievement Standards

5. Teaching and Learning

- Use questioning to foster inquiry and provoke students’ thinking

- Incorporate social issues in teaching and learning 

- Provide opportunities for students to explore and analyze social issues

- Help students solve social problems with empathy and understanding,   

based on empirical data 

6. Assessment





Sources of data 

• Classroom observation of social studies lessons at two 

schools in the US and one school in Australia 

• Interview with the school teachers in the US and Australia 

• Focus group interview with Korean social studies teachers 



L.A., U.S.



2nd grade, social studies(history)

• Essential (Inquiry) 

Questions

- How do we learn from 

history?

- How is life different today?

- How can we put events in 

order?



Historical inquiry and curriculum integration

• Making family trees

• Interview 

family/relatives

• Using interview and 

other sources of data 

• Construct a narrative 

of ‘family history’ 

• Integration with 

Language Arts



5th grade, social studies(history)

• Writing a narrative 

from the perspective of 

those who lived in 

England during the 

colonial period, using 

secondary and primary 

sources 



John Burrough Middle School, L.A.



7th grade 

social studies 
• Essential question: 

How important is individual’s 

participation for making a difference? 

(big idea: Changing Meaning of Freedom, 

Change through Growth and Conflict)

- Students used information on 

electoral votes in the past and 

examined the ensuing results. 

- Also they discussed on ‘electoral college’ 

and if they think it should be valued. 

- At the end of the lesson they completed an 

essay about what they found out. 



8th grade social studies 

• Essential questions:

How does Western African 

music influence our world 

today?

- You will be able to give 

examples in songs you hear 

and art you see

- You will incorporate art into 

your research-based writing 

and oral presentation in the 

African Mask project 



Melbourne, Australia



Critical & Creative Thinking Personal & Social capability Ethical understanding Intercultural understanding

ICT Literacy Numeracy

General capabilities

Math Science Geography Religion Enlgish History

Health & PE Civics & Citizenship Economy & Business Languages Arts Technologies

Victorian Curriculum Learning areas

Change Community Relationship Environment

School curriculum: 
Concepts about the world



Inquiry planner



Essential question

Why is it important that 
we value past/gone/old?

Inquiry questions

• Why did the great journeys of 
exploration occur?.

• What was life like for 
Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples 
before the arrival of the 
Europeans?

• Why did the Europeans settle 
in Australia?

• What was the nature and 
consequence of contact 
between Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
and early traders, explorers 
and settlers?

Change : Who me…Time detective



Design of lessons 

1 : What do I think?

2 : What do Others think? Why do others think that?

3 : What does the Catholic Church think?

Refugee (now) 



First Fleet 

4: What do I think? - First fleet provocation (compare 

to refugee provocation)

5~9 : What do Others think? Why do others think 
that? What does the Catholic Church think? 
- Immersion rotation of different perspectives of white settlement:
- Environment change transitioning from before and after first 

fleet - Sinead   - Convicts - Indigenous Australians - Ange
- Government Authorities - Natasha
- Families of those sent to Australia e.g. convicts and officials       
- Chrissy 



After they learned …

10 : What do I think now?

11 : (possibly more) questions from the students

Inquiry Qs Conduct inquiry and seek for answers

Feedback Presentation

c.f. Genius Hour



FGI with Korean Teachers



Planning: standards-based

“ I analyze achievement standards and then map out big 
tasks that students should do.” 

“ I think of a task first and then come up with lesson activities. 
Most lessons include (students’) participatory activities. The 
task can be a group project, an individual work, or a 
discussion, etc. If you do not have an elaborate planning, it 
may end up with being just noisy and distracting” (Teacher C) 

“Early in my career, when I asked my students to work together in 

small groups, they asked me why. I did not know what to say.  

Now, whenever I do planning, I clarify what our students should 

learn from the activities, and help my students know why they are 

doing it” (Teacher A)



Planning: fun and meaningful 

“ We have a misconception that student participatory 
activities are fun, but may lack rigorousness leading to low 
academic achievements.”

“ But I think we can overcome the misconception through 
elaborate planning. I always look up achievement 
standards to see what my students should be able to know 
and do.(Teacher B)”



Enacting: approaches for ‘social competency’ 

I am teaching social studies! But I get frustrated when I see 

my students so much concerned about their test scores. 

Those who get a high score in social studies tests may not 

be a good citizen in the future. So, I decided to use a project 

method, which is related to real life, so that they can realize 

what they can and should do. (Teacher A) 

Group works such as discussion and project help students 

experience the process of negotiation, conflict resolution 

and decision making, which has a lot to do with social 

competency. (Teacher D) 



Assessment

Selection-type test items do not tell us if students really 

understood the concepts or just memorized them. In the 

paper-pencil test, I give them a problem that is related to 

real life and have them apply the concepts in solving the 

problem. (Teacher B) 

As for performance assessments, I use students’ report, 

discussion, and portfolio. When you are doing performance 

assessments, it is important to clarify scoring criteria and 

communicate them with students. Also, I have students do 

self assessment and peer review. (Teacher A)



Reflection: positive changes 

Now, the students who had low motivation and did not listen

are actively participating in class activities. It also led to

reducing the gap between high achieving and low achieving

students. When they can see how school work has a lot to

do with their life, their motivation increases. So I try to bring

topics and issues that my students are interested in. (Teacher B)

They better understand concepts and principles after they

do participatory activities. When I explain concepts in

textbooks briefly, they show a much deeper understanding

of the concepts. (Teacher D)



Reflection: challenges

It is hard to plan assessments solely based on what and how

I taught. Because of the standardized grades in high school,

teachers should give the same exam. Otherwise, we will

have many complaints.(Teacher A)

In high school, the College Scholastic Ability Test makes it

hard for teachers to align assessment with instruction.
(Teacher D)





• Inquiry can be used to frame for curriculum design or/and to form 

a learning process. Inquiry is not just limited to a teaching 

method or strategy.

• In the classroom, teachers communicate with students what is 

expected for their learning and why they are learning it, and what 

they are going to do and can do with what they have learned

• Teachers provoke thinking through inquiry questions and engage 

students in discussion and dialogue. 

• They also use a variety of methods to put learning in authentic 

contexts so that students can make connections and enjoy 

learning. (Minds-on & Hands-on)





• Why inquiry for competency? We believe that competency will be 
developed through students’ participation in teaching and learning. But 
instead of doing it through random skills and activities, we need a 
coherent and systematic approach. .

• What needs to be done? It should involve a reflective thinking and 
meta cognitive skills as well as disciplinary concepts and skills. We 
need to think about what impact this may have on his/her life or the 
lives of others;

• Inquiry for all subjects? The term of ‘inquiry’ was used in social 
studies, but might be stated in different terms depending on subjects. 
However, the bottom line would be to engage students in the process 
of “doing” the subject

• Other questions?
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